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Simcha Fishbane, :17aw’a an> 0miT D27 .319 ,314 DY (9 "IN ,DYY) OINY 2
“Most Women Engage in Sorcery”: An Analysis of Sorceresses in the
Babylonian Talmud’, Jewish History, 7 (1993), pp. 34-35: “An examination
of the Talmud reveals its social milieu, as defined by social scientists, to be
that of a high cohesive group with well-established patterns of authority and
norms of behavior. Since the established authority is male, women had little
opportunity to exercise social power. They had clearly defined roles and
positions. In the language of the social scientists, the woman had “separated
graded compartments”. Eliezer Berkovits suggests that the Talmud's
references to sorceresses are best understood in the context of a woman
exercising powers beyond her assigned boundaries by engaging in sorcery.
This behavior would then be considered a potential threat to the established
society headed by the Rabbis [...] Moreover, as the editors of the Talmud
demonstrate in the case of the daughters of Rav Nachman (Gittin 45a), there
is no possibility that a woman may perform magic similar to the Rabbis'
theurgy [...] For the Talmud, it is only the rabbi who is permitted to practice
magic, while others, especially women, are forbidden, since the rabbi's
powers and purpose is derived from the sacred and women's powers are from
Dvora Weisberg, :q1w1 w1 Yy Ty 1871 .another source, thought to be evil’
Massekhet Menahot (FCBT V/2), Tiibingen 2020, pp. 175-177
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