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The last and clearest possible insight into the intentions of
a donor are the dispositions made while living by a woman
of Gytheion in Laconia ... After elaborate instructions for
the acquisition of money to supply oil at the gymnasium
forever to citizens, noncitizens, and even (on six days in the
year) slaves ... she proceeded to request that this record of
her philanthropy be set up on three pillars, one in the agora
in front of her house, one in the Kaisareion, and one in the
gymnasium itself, so that her philanthropy would be clear
and well known to both citizens and foreigners forever
(lines 41-48). “For I wish to be immortal by arranging
such a just and most sympathetic trust” (lines 56-58). Here
there can be no doubt that philanthropy however well-
intentioned, was the means, not the end. The arrangement

was strictly quid pro quo (p. 168).
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‘Memory was a fundamental part of the cult of the dead, more important indeed :170%  20
than any belief in a personal afterlife. And provisions for the cult normally took the form
of what might be called private foundations or trusts, administered by the /iberti and
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